A Select and Annotated Bibliography for Shelby County History

Please Note Well--The alphabetical listing below includes books, articles, theses and dissertations, and a few unpublished manuscripts with the formats intermixed. In general, the works entered here either pertain mostly to Shelby County, to Shelby County and Memphis, or to Memphis but also impacting on Shelby County. Works that seem to be overwhelmingly about Memphis have often not been included. No effort has been made to include individual family histories, individual church histories, or published records or other primary sources. For such information, please go online to the Tennessee Genealogical Society’s web site. It is very good for family history researchers and the address is www.wdbj.net/bibliography/index. 

 
To further limit the length of this bibliography, an effort has been made to minimize the duplication of information from multiple sources. In instances where a thesis or dissertation has had chapters excerpted and published as journal articles, the longer work is cited. In cases in which several articles were published prior to a book by the same author on the same topic being published, the book is cited. When a title or subtitle adequately explains the entry’s contents, usually no annotation follows. The West Tennessee Historical Society Papers and the Tennessee Historical Quarterly are abbreviated WTHS Papers and THQ, respectively. None of the theses or dissertations is indexed. Most are available at local research libraries. Researchers should also consult the newspaper clipping files as Memphis Public Library and the Press Scimitar files at the Special Collections Department at the University of Memphis

Austin, Linda Tollett. “Babies for Sale: The Tennessee Children’s Home Adoption Scandal.” 

Dissertation, Memphis State University, 1992. This is a scholarly treatment of one of 

Shelby County’s most infamous scandals. The Juvenile Court was involved in the operation.

Baker, Thomas H. “The Early Newspapers of Memphis, Tennessee, 1827-1860,” WTHS Papers, 

XVII, 1956, 20-46.  Good information about early life in Memphis and Shelby County.

Beifuss, Joan Turner. At the River I Stand: Memphis, the 1968 Strike, and Martin Luther King. 

Memphis: B & W Books, 1985. Beifuss’s award winning book summarizes the contents 

of the University of Memphis Sanitation Strike Collection. It explains the most volatile and far reaching event in Memphis history, within its context. 370 pages, indexed. 

Bejach, Lois D. “The Seven Cities Absorbed by Memphis,” WTHS Papers. 8 (1954) 95-104. 


This represents an older interpretation of Memphis’s annexations. 

Berkeley, Kathleen C. “Ethnicity and Its Implications for Southern Urban History: The Saga of 

 
Memphis, Tennessee, 1850-1880.” THQ 50 (Winter 1991) 193-202. 

Biles, Roger. Memphis in the Great Depression. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1986.


A scholarly work with emphasis on the Crump regime.  

Black, Roy W. Sr. “The Genesis of County Organization in the Western District of North Carolina   

 
and in the State of Tennessee,” WTHS Papers 2, (1948)) 95-118. 

Bond, Beverly G. and Janann Sherman. Memphis in Black and White in The Making of America 

Series. Charleston, Arcadia Publishing, 2003. This well illustrated book gives more 

 
emphasis to black-white relations than any work previously published. 160 pages, indexed.

Boom, Aaron M. “Early Fairs in Shelby County.” WTHS Papers 10 (1956) 38-52. 

Bowman, David. “Memphis and the Politics of Development.” Unpublished manuscript available 

 
at local research libraries. 

Burch, Lucius. Lucius: Writings of Luicus Burch, compiled by Cissy Caldwell Akers,  

ShirleyCaldwell-Patterson, Bill Coble, and John Noel. Nashville: Cold Tree Press, 2003. 

For a man who never held office, Burch was probably the most influential Shelby Countian 

of the 20th century. 

Burrow, Rachael Herring Kennon. Arlington: A Short Historical Writing of the Town. Memphis: 

 
E. H. Clarke and Brother, 1962. This book is not as modest as the title suggests. 

Capers, Gerald. Biography of a River Town: Memphis, Its Heroic Age, second edition. New 

 
Orleans: by the author, 1966. Caper’s book is the standard history of 19th century 

 Memphis and was a major milestone in the establishing of academically sound municipal histories. It does not devote a lot of attention to the county outside of Memphis and is somewhat weak on the last two decades of the 19th century.

Cargill, Bernice Taylor and Brenda Bethea Connelly, editors. Settlers of Shelby County, 

 
Tennessee and Adjoining Counties. Memphis: Descendants of Early Settlers of Shelby 

 
County, Tennessee, 1989. This book is mainly sketches of the club members’ ancestors.

Cartright, Joseph H. The Triumph of Jim Crow: Tennessee Race Relations in the 1880s.  
 
Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1976. Title explains.

Chamberlain, Shirley Sigler. History of Cuba, Tennessee, with Family Accounts and Genealogy. 


Millington, Tennessee: by the author, 1984. This is a three hundred-page book devoted to


the history of a defunct town in northwestern Shelby County. About half of the book 

covers Mrs. Chamberlain’s relatives. It contains valuable information and is indexed.

Chandler, Walter. “The Courthouses of Shelby County,” WTHS Papers 7 (1953) 72-8. 

Chapman, Mary Winslow. I Remember Raleigh. Memphis: Riverside Press, 1977.

Coleman, Leslie H.  “The Baptists in Shelby County to 1900.” WTHS Papers, 15 (1961) 8-39. 

______.  “The Baptists in Shelby County, 1903-1950,” WTHS Papers, 16, (1962) 70-103. The 

  
Baptists have long been the most powerful religious influence in Shelby County.

Contemporary Club. Collierville: A Place Called Home. Collierville: Contemporary Club, 1999.  

 
This is a beautifully photographed book depicting Collierville’s most historic structures. 

Coppock, Paul R. Memphis Memoirs. Memphis: Memphis State University Press, 1980. 

______. Memphis Sketches. Memphis; Friends of Memphis and Shelby County Libraries, 1976. 

______. Paul R. Coppock’s Mid South. Four Volumes. Edited by Helen M. Coppock and 

Charles W. Crawford. Memphis: West Tennessee Historical Society and the Paul R. 

Coppock Publication Trust, 1985-1994. Except for the West Tennessee Historical Society

Papers, Paul Coppock’s six volumes are the broadest and richest sources for Mid-South history. These vignettes include all of his local history newspaper columns. Indexed. 

Davies-Rodgers, Ellen. Along the Old Stage-Coach Road: Morning Sun and Brunswick, Shelby 

 
County, Tennessee. Brunswick, Tennessee: The Plantation Press, 1990.

______. The Holy Innocents: The Story of a Historic Church and Parish. Memphis: The 

 
Plantation Press, 1965. Has a good bit of history of Arlington, Tennessee in it.

______. The Romance of the Episcopal Church in West Tennessee, 1832-1964. Memphis: The 

 
Plantation Press, 1964. 

______. Turns Again Home: Life on an Old Tennessee Plantation, Trespassed by Progress. 

 
Brunswick, Tennessee: The Plantation Press, 1992. Davies-Rodgers’ books are self-

 
published and contain a lot of repetition and much self-promotion.

Davis, Granville. “An Uncertain Confederate Trumpet: A Study in the Erosion of [Confederate] 


Morale.” WTHS Papers 38 (1984) 19-50. This covers the Mid-South area.

Davis, James D. The History of the City of Memphis. Memphis: Hite, Crumpton & Kelley, 1973.


Reprint facsimile edition, edited by James E. Roper. Memphis: West Tennessee 

 
Historical Society, 1972. Frequently cited as Memphis’ earliest history, the original book 

 
is rife with fiction and errors. Professor Roper’s commentary in the reprint edition is 

 
much more valuable and often more interesting than Davis’ text.

DeClue, Stephanie. “Poetic Justice: The Life and Works of Walter Malone,” WTHS Papers, 53 

 
(1999) 49-60. A sketch of Shelby County’s best known poet and his best known works.

Dougan, John. “Binding the Free: Apprentice Indentures in Shelby County, Tennessee, 1829-

 
1858,” unpublished manuscript, 1994. Has narrative and a list of indentures.

Dowdy, G. Wayne. Mayor Crump Don’t Like It: Machine Politics in Memphis. Jackson: 

University Press of Mississippi, 2006. This is the most recent book-length treatment of 

E. H. Crump, political leader in Memphis and Shelby County. It incorporates the contents 

of several articles previously published in the WTHS Papers and other journals. Dowdy is   

the curator of the Crump Collection of manuscripts at the Memphis Public library and has 

had access to documents not available to earlier researchers. 

Downing, Marvin. “John Christmas McLemore: 19th Century Land Speculator,” THQ 42 (Fall 

 
1983) 254-65. McLemore was a major land speculator and developer in Shelby County.

Dye, Robert W. Shelby County, in the Images of America Series. Charleston: Arcadia Publishing, 

 
2005. This soft cover picture book has very crisp images across a broad range of Shelby 


County communities and vistas. The cut lines convey strong descriptions and contexts to 


complement the photographs. 128 pages, not indexed. 

Frayser, Leigh. “A Demographic Analysis of Memphis and Shelby County.” MA thesis 

Memphis State University, 1972

Garrett, Kenneth. “Captain Garrett’s Diaries,” Chapter X (pages 254-371) of Ellen Davies 

 
Rodgers’  The Holy Innocents, The Story of a Historic Church and County Parish. 

Memphis: The Plantation Press, 1965. Garrett’s journal has enormously useful 

information about daily life in and near the northeast Shelby County town of Arlington, 

Tennessee, spanning the years between 1892 and 1909.  

Getz, John B. “History of the Court of General Sessions, Shelby County, Tennessee.” WTHS 

Papers, 50 (1996) 179-94. This has a good overview of this court system and a listing of 

the judges, including their tenures and brief biographical sketches. 

______. “The Shelby County Public Defender’s Office,” WTHS Papers, 56 (2002) 122-27. 

Goodspeed’s History of Hamilton, Knox and Shelby Counties. Nashville: C. and R. Elder 

Booksellers, 1974. This is a reprint of portions of the 1887 edition published by 

Goodspeed Brothers, Nashville. Goodspeed’s is the only “comprehensive” history of 

Shelby County from the 19th and 20th centuries. It has standard information on the 

founding of the county and the early history of county government. Perhaps more 

valuable is its large body of biographical and genealogical sketches of late 19th century 

Shelby Countians. Even those are not very substantial.

Grant, H. Roger. “Memphis and the Interurban Era.” THQ 46 (Spring 1987) 43-8. 

Greene, Maude. “Folklore of Shelby County, Tennessee.” MA thesis, George Peabody College, 


1940. Undocumented good stories and results of early oral history interviews. 

Hall, Russell S. Germantown. in the  Images of America Series. Charleston: Arcadia Publishing, 

 
2003. This beautifully illustrated, 128-page book focuses on the things that made 

Germantown a community. That is shared experiences, schools, churches, businesses, etc

Harkins, John E., editor. “ The Creation of Shelby County,” WTHS Papers, 37 (1983) 96-102.


Based on information supplied by Annice Bolton, Harkins places the legal measures 


involved in creating Shelby County in historical context. Mrs. Bolton’s discovery 

 
corrects widespread misinformation about the petition for creating the county.

______. Metropolis of the American Nile: An Illustrated History of Memphis and Shelby 

 
County. Memphis: Guild Bindery Press, second edition, 1991. Although designed as a 


“coffee table book” and almost twenty five years after its initial publication, this book is 

 
still probably the best summary of Memphis history. It contains minimal county history.

______ and Georgia S. Harkins. “San Fernando de las Barrancas: An Essay Review.” WTHS 
 
Papers, 50 (1996) 195-99. Gives a thorough review of writings in English on the Spanish


fort which occupied the Memphis area in the mid-1790s.

Hart, Roger L. Redeemers, Bourbons & Populists: Tennessee 1870-96. Baton Rouge: Louisiana


State University Press, 1975. This book examines Tennessee’s transition from 

 
Reconstruction to a single party, Jim Crow-dominated state.

Hooper, Ernest Walter. “Memphis Tennessee: Federal Occupation and Reconstruction,1862-

 
1870.” University of North Carolina dissertation, 1957.

Hunt, Ruth Wyckoff, editor. Raleigh Sesquicentennial Scrapbook. Memphis: Centennial Press, 

1973. Contents are copies of news clippings and commentary text provided by Hunt.

Hutton, Marilyn J. “The Election of 1896 in the Tenth Congressional District of Tennessee.” 

Dissertation, Memphis State University, 1978. This has a surprisingly strong amount of 

information on Shelby County politics in the mid-1890s. 

Keating, John M. History of the City of Memphis and Shelby County., two volumes. Volume  

 
two completed by O. F. Vedder. Syracuse: D. Mason & Co., 1888. Very valuable 

 
information, but largely undigested. Repeats some earlier myths. Not indexed or 

 
documented.

Kemper, Jackson. “An Early Visit to Memphis,” edited by Kemper Durand, WTHS Papers 37 

(1983) 88-95. Episcopal Bishop Jackson Kemper’s observations of Memphis in 1838, 

when it was still a fairly small town.

Lanier, Robert A. The History of the Memphis & Shelby County Bar. Memphis: The Memphis 

 
& Shelby County Bar Association, 1981. This is a 92-page summary of legal history in 

 
Shelby. It is documented and indexed.

LaPointe, Patricia M. From Saddlebags to Science: A Century of Health Care in Memphis, 

 
1830-1930. Memphis: The Health Science Museum Foundation of the Memphis and 

 
Shelby County Medical Society Auxiliary, 1984. Scholarly treatment of this topic, 

 
includes illnesses and treatments in rural areas surrounding Memphis.

Laws, Forrest. “The Railroad Comes to Tennessee: The Building of the La Grange and 

 
Memphis,” WTHS Papers, 30 (1976), 24-42. 

Lee, David D. Tennessee in Turmoil: Politics in the Volunteer State, 1920-1932. Memphis:

 
Memphis State University Press, 1979. Does an excellent job of putting the Crump 

 
regime in its statewide historical context.

Lewis, Selma S. “Social Religion and the Memphis Sanitation Strike.” Memphis State 

 
University dissertation, 1976. Lewis stresses the roles of AFSCME and religious activist 

 
ministers, noting that there was no controversy in the black religious community 

 
regarding black ministers support for the strike. 

______. A Biblical People in the Bible Belt: The Jewish Community of Memphis, Tennessee, 

1840s-1960s. Macon, Georgia: Mercer University Press, 1998.

Long, Alice S. “‘My Dear Manly Son:’ The Death of Jefferson Davis, Jr., at Buntyn Station, 

 
Tennessee, 1878.” WTHS Papers, 49 (1995) 1-22.

Long, John Mark. “Memphis Mayors, 1827-66: A Collective Study,” WTHS Papers, 52 (1998) 

 
105-33. 

Lowe, Shirley Williams, editor. Welcome to Rosemark: A History of Our Town. Rosemark: 

Compiled and published by Rosemark’s Tennessee Homecoming ’86 Publications 

Committee, 1986. This is a combination scrapbook and photograph album, with clusters 

of community and family histories. 

Lufkin, Charles L. “The Northern Exodus from Memphis During the Secession Crisis,” WTHS 
 
Papers 42 (1988) 6-29. Documents that 3,000 to 5,000 persons left the Mid South for 


points north as the crises deepened and pro-Union sentiments were silenced. 

Magness, Perre. Good Abode: Nineteenth Century Architecture in Memphis and Shelby County, 

 
Tennessee. Memphis: The Junior League of Memphis, Inc. 1983. Photographs by Murray 

 
Riss. Includes all major 19th century buildings still standing at the time of publication. ______. Past Times, Stories of Early Memphis. Memphis: Parkway Press, 1994. These 

 
vignettes are republications from her sixteen years of popular columns appearing in 

 
The Commercial Appeal.

Majors, William R. “A Reexamination of V. O. Key’s Southern Politics in State and Nation: 

The Case of Tennessee,” East Tennessee Historical Society Publications 49 (1977) 117-

136. Majors reevaluates the influence of the Crump machine on Tennessee politics and 

the Crump-McKellar relationship.

Mallory, Laula G. “The Three Lives of Raleigh,” WTHS Papers 13 (1959) 78-94. Depicts 

Raleigh as county seat, spa resort, and Memphis suburb.

Malone, James H. The Chickasaw Nation: A Short Sketch of a Noble People. Louisville: J. P. 

 
Morton and Co., 1922. The classic early treatment.

Masler, Marilyn. “Art and Artists in Antebellum Memphis,” THQ 57 (Winter 1998) 218-35.

Matthews, James S. “Sequent Occupancy in Memphis Tennessee, 1819-1860,” WTHS Papers 

 
11 (1957) 112-34. Provides demographic information on Memphis and vicinity to 1860.

McIlwaine. Shields. Memphis, Down in Dixie. E. P. New York: e. P. Dutton and Company, Inc. 

1948. McIlwaine repeats many myths and errors from earlier sources and reputedly relied

very heavily on the research of his students at Southwestern, now Rhodes, College.

McGraw, Brother Joel William, FSC, Reverend Milton J. Guthrie, and Mrs. Josephine King. 

 
Between the Rivers: The Catholic Heritage of West Tennessee. Memphis: Catholic 

 
Diocese of Memphis, 1996. This is a compendium of information on the churches, 

schools, organizations, and institutions in West Tennessee between 1836 and 1996. 473 

pages, not indexed. 

Meeks, Ann McDonald, “Whitehaven and Levi: The Evolution of Rural Communities in 

 
Southwest Shelby County, 1819-1970,” MA thesis, Memphis State University, 1984. 

This study and a subsequent article limiting the scope to 1819-1860 are both excellent on 

the life and times aspects of the period covered.

Meeman, Edward J. The Editorial We: A Posthumous Autobiography, edited by Edwin Howard. 


Memphis: Memphis State University Press, 1976. Ed Meeman was editor of the Memphis 

 
Press Scimitar and E. H. Crump’s most persistent and effective opponent.

Melton, Gloria Brown. “Blacks in Memphis Tennessee, 1920-1955: A Historical Study.”  

 
Washington State University dissertation, 1982.

Memphis Magazine. April, 1976--the Memphis Public Library maintains a comprehensive index 

 
to this and several defunct popular local magazines like the Delta Review and Mid South 

 
(the Commercial Appeal’s Sunday supplement magazine).

Miller William D. Memphis During the Progressive era, 1900-1917. Memphis: Memphis State 

 
University Press, 1957. Focuses on Crump as a force for revorm politics.

______. Mr Crump of Memphis. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1964. 


In both of these volumes, Miller has been accused of being too soft on the Crump regime. 


His biography of Crump was authorized by the Crump family and his access to the 

 
Crump papers was limited. These papers are now available at Memphis Public Library.

Moran, Nathan K. “Organizing Jackson’s Purchase, Land Law and Its Impact on West 

 
Tennessee,” WTHS Papers 49 (1995) 192-208. Shows how North Carolina and 

 
Tennessee laws, practices and, land grant policies affected patterns of settlement and 

 
aspects of county administration in West Tennessee

Morris, Celia. Fanny Wright: Rebel in America. Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1992. 


This is the fullest biographical treatment of the founder of Nashoba. 337 pages. It is 


scholarly, thorough, and indexed. 

Nash, Charles H. “The Human Continuum of Shelby County, Tennessee.” WTHS Papers, XIV, 

1960, 5-31. An archeological study of the area.

Norris, John “Park Field—World War I Pilot Training School.” WTHS Papers 31 (1977) 59-76. 


This airfield later became Millington Naval Air Station for World War II, and it lasted 

 
through the Cold War. 

Nunn, Stephen. “Shelby County Government: A Brief History, 1820-1977.” Unpublished paper 

 
produced by the Public Affairs Office of Shelby County Government, August 1977. 

 
Nunn gives a brief overview of Shelby County Government as it transitioned into its 

 
mayor-commission structure in the mid-1970s.

Old Folks of Shelby County. The Old Folks’ [Historical] Record. Memphis: R. C. Hite, 1875.  

 
This is a bound volume of a monthly magazine published in 1874-75. It is a compendium 

of addresses, editorials, history articles, obituaries, advice, poetry, witticisms, etc. 586 

pages, not indexed. 
Old Shelby County Magazine: History, Humor, and Folkways of West Tennessee. Edited by 

Cathy Marcinko and Lydia Spencer. This magazine has numerous excellent articles on 

local history and folklore. Unfortunately, it discontinued publication after five years. Not 

documented, not indexed.

Ornelas-Struve, Carol M., Fredrick Lee Coulter, and Joan Hassell. Memphis, 1800-1900, three 


volumes, edited by Joan Hassell. A Memphis Pink Palace Museum Book: New York:   

 
Nancy Powers & Company, Publishers, Inc., 1982. Created to accompany the museum’s 

 
19th century “Boom” exhibit, illustrated with images from the exhibit. Neither indexed

nor documented.

Osteen, Faye Ellis. Millington, The First Hundred Years. Southhaven, Mississippi: The King’s 

 
Press, 2002.

Pohlmann, Marcus D. and Michael P. Kirby. Racial Politics at the Crossroads: Memphis Elects 

 
Dr. W. W. Herenton. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1996. The authors 

 
attempt to explain the racial political divide in Memphis and Shelby County.

Pope, Dean. “The Senator from Tennessee,” WTHS Papers 22 (1968) 102-22. Excerpt from the 

 
author’s senior thesis at Princeton on Kenneth D. McKellar. This article focuses mainly 

on McKellar’s roles in Washington.

Prescott, Grace Elizabeth. “The Woman’s Suffrage Movement in Memphis: Its Place in the 

 
State, 
Sectional, and National Movements.” WTHS Papers 18 (1964) 87-106. 

Rea, John C. “The Street Railways of Memphis,” unpublished manuscript available in local 

 
research libraries. This comprehensive treatment is very valuable for showing how the 


trolley lines affected suburban expansion and for attention to interurban lines. Contains 

 
endnotes, but no bibliography and is not indexed.

Ringel, Judy G. Children of Israel: The Story of Temple Israel, Memphis, Tennessee, 1854-2004.

Memphis: Temple Israel Books, 2004.

Roberts. W. C. “The History of Education in Shelby County, Tennessee/” MA thesis, Louisiana 

 
State University 1934. Quality is low by current academic standards.

Robinson, Clayton R. “The Impact of the City on Rural Immigrants to Memphis, 1880-1940.” 

 
University of Minnesota Dissertation, 1967.

Robinson, James Trey. “Fort assumption: The First Recorded History of White Man’s Activity 

 
on the Present Site of Memphis,” WTHS Papers 5 (1951), 62-78. 

Rodgers, Ellen Davies, See Davies-Rodgers, Ellen. Mrs. Rodgers hyphenated her maiden and 


married names on books she authored.

Roitman, Joel M. “Race Relations in Memphis, Tennessee, 1880-1905.” MA thesis, Memphis 

State University, 1964.

Roper, James E. The Founding of Memphis, 1818-1820. Memphis: The Memphis 

 
Sesquicentennial, Inc., 1970. Detailed and documented information on early Memphis 

 
and Shelby County. 

______. “The Revolutionary War on the Fourth Chickasaw Bluff,” WTHS Papers, 19 

 
(1975) 5-24.

Russell, Clarene Pinkston. Collierville, Tennessee, Her People and Neighbors. Collierville: The 


Town of Collierville and the Collierville Chamber of Commerce. 1994. This 535-page, 

 
hard cover book is an exhaustive treatment of Collierville and much of southeast Shelby 

 
County. It is extensively documented, illustrated, and indexed. 

Sampson, Sheree. “Reclaiming a Historic Landscape: Frances Wright’s Nashoba Plantation in 

 
Germantown, Tennessee” THQ 59 (Winter 2000) 290-303.     

Schaffer, Suzanne, compiler. A History of Fisherville and a History of the Fisherville Civic Club. 
 
Memphis: published by the author, 1981. Has illustrations of the Crump machine’s 

 
influence in the 1920s and ‘30s.

Shelby County Code Commission. A Compilation of the Acts of the General Assembly of the 

 
State of Tennessee Relating to Shelby County, Containing Certain Acts, Private Acts and 

Public Acts for the years 1819 through 1955.  Memphis:  S. C. Toof & Co. 1960

Shelden, Randall G. “A History of the Shelby County Industrial and Training School,” THQ 51 

 
(Summer 1992) 96-106. 

______. “Origins of Juvenile Court in Memphis, Tennessee: 1900-1910,” Tennessee 

Historical Quarterly 52:1 (Spring 1993) 34-43.

Shelton, Henry Clay, III. “The New Guard, Shelby County, Tennessee Party Politics, 1952-

 
1970,” BA thesis, Wesleyan University, 1972. Shelton’s thesis describes the process of


white Republicans’ rise to power in the aftermath of the Crump regime. 

Sigafoos, Robert A. Cotton Row to Beale Street: a Business History of Memphis. Memphis: 

Memphis State University Press, 1979. This book most thoroughly integrates the 

histories of Memphis and Shelby County. It is also fact filled, and gracefully written. It is 

probably the most useful single volume available on Shelby County history, inclusive of 

Memphis.  

Smith, Jonathan Kennon Thompson.  Bartlett: A Beautiful Tennessee City. Jackson, Tennessee: 

 
Published by the author, 2001. This is a 133 page, well-documented, indexed, and 

illustrated history of Shelby County’s second largest city. 

Stathis, John C. “The Establishment of the West Tennessee State Normal School, 1909-1914,” 

 
WTHS Papers 10 (1956) 78-99.

Stone, Thomas R. Politics of Change: The Restructure and Administration of Shelby 

County Government, 1974-1994. Memphis: Shelby County Mayor’s Office, 1996.

Sweeney, James R. The  “‘Trials’ of Shelby County: ‘Judge Lynch’ Presiding” THQ 63 

 
(Summer 2004) 103-130. Brutality involved in a 1917 rape and murder case.

Tilly, Bette B. “Social and Economic Life in West Tennessee Before the Civil War.” Memphis 

State University dissertation, 1974. 

Tracy, Sterling. “The Immigrant Population of Memphis,” WTHS Papers 4 (1950) 72-82. This 


article focuses on the mid-19th century. 

Tucker, David M. Black Pastors and Leaders: Memphis, 1819-1972. Memphis: Memphis State   

 
University Press, 1975. This is a scholarly work on a topic not treated until it appeared.

______. Memphis Since Crump: Bossism, Blacks, and Civic Reformers, 1948-68. Knoxville: 

 
University of Tennessee Press, 1980. Strong political analysis of the Crump regime and 

its aftermath.

Walker, Randolph Meade. “The Role of Black Clergy in Memphis During the Crump Era,” 


WTHS Papers 33 (1979) 29-47. 

Waschka, Ronald W. “Early Railroad Development at Memphis,” WTHS Papers, 46 (1992) 1-12.

______. “Road Building in and Near Memphis,” WTHS Papers, 47 (1993) 50-64.

Wax, Jonathan I. “Program of Progress: The Recent Change in the Form of Government of 

 
Memphis,” WTHS Papers 23 (1969) 81-109; and 24 (1970) 43-66. Shelby County 

 
patterned its restructuring after that of Memphis. Many of the same reformers were 

 
involved in both movements and most wanted consolidated, metro government.

Williams, Edward F, III. Early Memphis and Its River Rivals. Memphis: Historical Hiking 

Trails, 1968.

Williams, Samuel Cole. Beginnings of West Tennessee, in the Land of the Chickasaws: 1541- 

 
1841. Johnson City, Tennessee: The Watauga Press, 1930.

Williams, Thelma Sigler. The Early History of Millington, Tennessee. Millington: City of 

 
Millington, 1975. This is an eighteen-page booklet based primarily on Mr. and Mrs. 

 
Williams’ 1930’s interviews with many of the town’s early settlers. 

Witherington, Albert Sidney, III. The History of Germantown: Utopia on the Ridge. 

Germantown: Published by the author, 1997. A scrapbook-format publication. 

Wojak, Joe. “The Factors of Urban Development: Cotton Brokers and Merchants in Antebellum 

Memphis, 1850-1860,” WTHS Papers 50 (1996) 70-88. This is a study of the impact of 

cotton “factors” on urban economic and physical development.

Wrenn, Lynette Boney. Crisis and Commission Government in Memphis. Knoxville: University 

 
of Tennessee Press. 1998. A clear and thorough reexamination of the Taxing District of 


Shelby County during the thirteen years when Memphis did not have home rule and 

 
experimented with commission government.

Wright, Sharon D. Race, Power, and Political Emergence in Memphis. New York: Garland 

Publishing, Inc., 2000.

Yellin, Carol Lynn and Janann Sherman. The Perfect 36: Tennessee Delivers Woman Suffrage. 

edited by Ilene Jones-Cornwell. Oak Ridge, Tennessee: Iris Press, 1998. A veritable 

encyclopedia of Tennessee’s ratification of the 19th amendment to the U. S. Constitution, 

including Shelby Countians roles in the state legislative process.

Yellin, Emily. A History of the Mid-South Fair. Memphis: Guild Bindery Press, 1995. This 

 
illustrated history of one of Shelby County’s Oldest institutions shows connections 

between rural and urban Shelby Countians over many decades.

Young, J. P. “Happenings in the Whitehaven Community, Shelby County, Tennessee, Fifty or 

 
More Years Ago.” Tennessee Historical Magazine 7 (July, 1916) 96-103.

______. , editor. Standard History of Memphis,Tennessee. Knoxville: H. W. Crew, 1912. 

