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WEB-BASED RESOURCES for Historians, Genealogists, Researchers and Enthusiasts

Local 

· Shelby County Archives

http://register.shelby.tn.us/
The go-to spot for local records.  Includes vital records (birth, marriage, death), city directories, court documents, property records and much, much more.

· Dig Memphis – The Digital Archive of the Memphis Public Library & Information Center

http://memphislibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/
Includes photos, documents, videos, etc. from the collections of the Memphis and Shelby County Room at the Memphis Public Library.  The 17 current collections can be searched by keyword or browsed.  The “Collection of Collections” serves as a digital index to the manuscript collections of the Memphis Room.

· University of Memphis – Digital Repository

http://www.memphis.edu/specialcollections/uldr.php
Fairly new, the site currently contains three photograph collections: National African-American Photographic Archive, Robert R. Church Family of Memphis, and Sanitation Workers’ Strike, 1968.
· Memphis Heritage

http://www.memphisheritage.org/
Click on “Historic Memphis” to access records of preserved, endangered and lost historic properties.  The Don Newman Collection of Memphis photographs can also be viewed at this site.
· Historic Memphis

http://historic-memphis.com/
A collection of topical pages on all aspects of Memphis history, this site includes resources from a number of institutions and stories and memories from community members.

· Crossroads to Freedom

http://crossroadstofreedom.org
A project of Rhodes College, the Crossroads to Freedom digital archive presents a variety of materials and topics related to Memphis history.  Originally focusing on civil rights, the site has expanded to include ancillary topics such as neighborhoods and cotton.

State

· TEL: Tennessee Electronic Library

http://tntel.tnsos.org/
From the site: The Tennessee Electronic Library (TEL) is a virtual library that you can access from your home PC, your school library computer lab, or your iPhone – anywhere with an internet connection. TEL provides access to over 400,000 electronic resources, including magazines, scholarly journals, podcasts, videos, e-books, test preparation materials, federal census records, Tennessee primary source materials, and more!

If accessed via the Memphis Public Library’s website (http://www.memphislibrary.org/databases/titles), the username is “memphis” and the password is “elvis”.  For the Commercial Appeal, both username and password are “elvis”.

· TeVA: Tennessee Virtual Archive

http://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/
A digital archive administered by the Tennessee State Library & Archives that grew out of the Volunteer Voices project, it serves as a collection point for any resources dealing with Tennessee history and culture. 

· TSLA Photograph Database

http://tnsos.org/tsla/imagesearch/index.php
From the site: The TSLA Photograph and Image Search currently hosts records for approximately 34,000 digitized images. The heart of the database consists of five large collections which had already been indexed in database form: The Library/Photograph Image Collection, The Tennessee Historical Society Picture Collection, Tennessee Department of Conservation Photograph Collection, Looking Back at Tennessee Photograph Collection, and the TSLA Portrait Collection.

· TSLA Manuscript Collection Finding Aids

http://www.tn.gov/tsla/history/manuscripts/manu.htm
Full-text finding aids for the collections of TSLA.
Federal/National

· Library of Congress

http://www.loc.gov
· Digital Collections:http://www.loc.gov/library/libarch-digital.html
· American Memory Project: http://memory.loc.gov/
· Chronicling America: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/ (historic newspapers)

· National Jukebox: http://www.loc.gov/jukebox/ (audio recordings)

· Prints & Photographs Online: http://www.loc.gov/pictures/
· Manuscript Reading Room: http://www.loc.gov/rr/mss/
· Map Collections: http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/gmdhtml/gmdhome.html
· Global Gateway: http://international.loc.gov/intldl/intldlhome.html (world collections)

· THOMAS: http://thomas.loc.gov/home/thomas.php (legislative resources)
· National Archives

http://www.archives.gov/
Archival databases, military records and founding documents.

· Smithsonian

http://si.edu/Collections - All collections

http://siarchives.si.edu/ - Archives

· Internet Archive

www.archive.org
Digital archive of texts, audio recordings, videos, websites and more.  The Internet Archive collaborates with institutions around the country (like the Smithsonian and the University of Memphis) to provide free and easy access to materials.

Genealogy

· Ancestry

http://www.ancestry.com/
A subscription-based resource, Ancestry.com is available for free in any Memphis Public Library & Information Center location (listed as “Ancestry Library” under Databases).  Includes digitized, fully-searchable genealogical records of all types.
· 1940 Census

http://1940census.archives.gov/
The free federal access point for the 1940s census.  Not searchable at this time, users must browse by enumeration district.

· Family Search

https://familysearch.org/
A free service of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, many of the records are available in their entirety.

· HeritageQuest Online

Available via http://tntel.tnsos.org/browse.php?browse=listings or http://www.memphislibrary.org/databases/titles
Subscription-based database of census records, books, genealogical articles and military records.  Log in with the following information:

Username:ØFM6D2DQ6M

Password: welcome

· Freedmen’s Bureau Online

http://freedmensbureau.com/
This site provides links to those records that have been digitized.

· Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade Database

http://www.slavevoyages.org/tast/index.faces
Provides information and documentation on almost 35,000 slaving voyages, and includes an African Names Database.

· Find A Grave

http://www.findagrave.com/
Find burial information, inscriptions and some obituaries from cemeteries around the country.

· MyHeritage

http://www.myheritage.com/
For up to 300 entries, a great place to build a free family tree.

Research Strategies

· Google Books

http://books.google.com/
Google Books is a great way to access quality resources.  Many people assume that when they search for something on Google, they automatically receive all of the possible results from Google Books.  That is rarely the case, so use the unique Books portal if you want to search the deeper web.

· WorldCat

http://www.worldcat.org/
Do you know the name of the resource you need, but you can’t find it online or at your local library?  Check WorldCat to see who owns it.  A nearby institution may have it, or you can request it from your local library via Interlibrary Loan.

· Site Directories – If you are looking for a good source on a particular subject, these indices compile the best of the best:
· Internet Public Library - http://www.ipl.org/
· Open Directory Project - http://www.dmoz.org/
· MPLIC Reference Highway - http://mplic.wordpress.com/
Topical / Fun / Other Tools

· Civil War – The Civil War Trust (http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/weblinks.html) has a fairly comprehensive listing of links.  See also: The Civil War in Tennessee (http://www.tennessee.gov/tsla/cwtn/index.htm).

· Civil Rights – The Civil Rights Digital Library (http://crdl.usg.edu/) is a compilation of hundreds of collections from around the nation.  See the Civil Rights Resource Guide from the LOC for other websites (http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/civilrights/external.html).

· Mississippi Blues Trail – http://blues.goodbarry.com/  - Website includes images of historical blues markers from Mississippi.

· Historical Census Browser - http://mapserver.lib.virginia.edu/ - Provides national, regional, state and county-level data and statistics based upon historic census records.
· Periodicals

· Public Domain Review - http://publicdomainreview.org/
· Lapham’s Quarterly - http://www.laphamsquarterly.org/
· Smithsonian Magazine - http://www.smithsonianmag.com/
· American Heritage - http://www.americanheritage.com/
· World Digital Library

http://www.wdl.org/en/
· Photo-Sharing Sites – Many sites combine user-generated content with archival images or maps to create extremely unique resources.  Several of these sites create tours out of images or layer the past and present into a single image.  Lots of fun to play with.

· WhatWasThere - http://www.whatwasthere.com/
· Historypin - http://www.historypin.com/
· Panoramio - http://www.panoramio.com/
· Flickr - http://www.flickr.com/
· Tumblr - https://www.tumblr.com/
· Free Photo-Editing Software – There are other programs out there, but this is what I have found that is often quicker and easier than Photoshop:

· IrfanView - http://www.irfanview.com/
· Free Blog Sites – A great way to share information.  Takes a little time to get acclimated, but very easy once you know your way around.

· WordPress - http://wordpress.com/ 

· Tumblr - https://www.tumblr.com/
· Blogger – http://blogger.com/ 

· Posterous - https://posterous.com/
· Weebly - http://www.weebly.com/
· Pinterest – Primarily a social network to share images and links, it also serves as a very easy way to keep track of numerous bookmarks.

